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Safe Drugs Save Lives

Hon. Dr. Jane Ruth Aceng Ocero
Minister of Health

H.E Yoweri Kaguta Museveni,
President of Uganda

Hon. Margaret Muhanga,
State Minister, Primary 

 Healthcare

Hon. Bangirana Kawooya Anifa, Dr. Diana Atwine 
Permanent Secretary 

Dr. Medard Bitekyerezo 
Chairperson, NDA

National Drug Authority congratulates His Excellence Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of the 
Republic of Uganda and the entire population upon celebrating 59 years of Independence.

The Authority is committed to attain and maintain global best practices in drug regulation by 2025, 
which resonates with the National Development Plan III, that focuses on modern, people centered, 

independent, integrated, resilient and self-sustaining economy.

Long live the people of Uganda!
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Q   Who is the National Drug Authority 
and what’s its mandate?

A    The National Drug Authority is a 
government statutory agency responsible 
for ensuring that the people of Uganda 
have access to safe, effective and good 
quality drugs (human and veterinary)  as a 
means of promoting health in the country. 

This encompasses oversight of the entire 
drug lifecycle as we assess, approve and 
register drugs (human and veterinary) that 
meet national and international accepted 
quality, safety and efficacy standards for 
use in Uganda. 

We also ensure that medicines 
manufactured locally and those imported 
into the country are properly handled 
throughout the distribution supply chain; 
test drugs using advanced pharmaceutical 
analytical techniques to protect the 
population from products that are 
substandard, falsified and counterfeit. 
This includes continuous monitoring and 
surveillance to make sure that drugs on 
the market provide better treatment of 
illnesses and prevention of diseases to 
protect and promote a healthy population 
(human and veterinary).

I am happy to inform you that we have a 
fully operational veterinary drug regulatory 
system with adequate infrastructure, 
human resource, budget and other 
logistical support. In line with our mandate, 
the veterinary drug regulatory activities 
ensure that drugs available on the market 
are of quality, safe and efficacious to 
prevent and treat animal diseases, improve 

animal welfare and production. This in 
turn contributes to better human and 
environmental health and higher incomes 
through the trade of animals and animal 
products.  

Q   What challenges does NDA face in 
exercising its mandate for veterinary 
medicines?

A   Ticks and tick-borne diseases 
constitute the biggest challenge to 
livestock production and productivity in 
Uganda and, cause both direct and indirect 
losses to farmers. Direct losses include low 
milk production, decreased live weight gain, 
mortality and damage to hides and skins. 

We still have a challenge of tick resistance 
to acaricides and we are steadily managing 
it through vigorous sensitization of 

stakeholders in the veterinary sector. This 
was because of the indiscriminate use of 
acaricides against ticks, yet such practices 
can lead to ticks developing resistance 
against these chemicals, a major challenge 
to sustainable livestock production. 

Our Laboratory capabilities in veterinary 
medicines testing has grown to ensure that 
high-quality livestock inputs result in better 
yields for the sector. In the year 2020/2021, 
8% of the veterinary medicines (including 
acaricides) tested at the Laboratory were 
found to be substandard and were not 
allowed to be marketed in Uganda. 

Over the years we have managed to 
institute a new approach to enhance 
veterinary drugs regulatory capacity. This 
has been possible through engagements 

A glance at the state of veterinary 
drug regulation in Uganda

Dr. David Nahamya, Secretary to the Authority (NDA) provides a glance on the 
state of  veterinary drug regulation
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with key stakeholders who include 
farmers, veterinarians, and districts 
leaders at various levels. For instance, 
in FY 2020/2021, we held four hundred 
and four (404) sensitization meetings at 
the Sub-County level in forty-three (43) 
districts focusing on improving stakeholder 
collaboration in the regulation of veterinary 
drug handling for mutual benefi t.

These engagements enabled us to have an 
in-depth understanding of the challenges 
faced by stakeholders and proposed 
mitigation measures.

In light of challenges faced in the area of 
vaccines, we focused on the facilities for 
vaccine handling at all levels. We audited 
167 veterinary cold chain facilities (83 in 
public and 84 private) based in 82 districts 
and gave technical support necessary for 
the improvement of vaccine handling and 
cold chain integrity. 

Q   In your efforts to improve animal 
yields for farmers have you had 
success in apprehending unscrupulous 
operators in the veterinary sector?

A    We conduct routine operations 
intended to protect the population from 
substandard, counterfeit, unauthorized 
drugs, unqualifi ed persons, and other 
unauthorized health care products on 
the market guided by our intelligence 
surveillance reports. 

For instance, the veterinary compliance 
monitoring activities held in FY 2020/2021 
led to fourteen (14) police cases that 
resulted in nine (9) convictions. The 
apprehended persons were charged or 
convicted before the Magistrate Courts in 
Ntungamo, Kampala, Sheema, Mbarara, 
and Fort Portal. Among the charges 
included, supply, sale and possession of 
unauthorized and counterfeit veterinary 

products; and unlawful possession of 
classifi ed drugs, selling classifi ed drugs 
without a license as well as falsifi cation 
(adulteration) of acaricides. This success 
can be attributed to stakeholder 
involvement and engagements. 

Treatment failures and animal deaths due 
to sub-standard, falsifi ed and counterfeit 
veterinary drugs has been a very big 
problem in the cattle corridor areas. To all 
farmers out there, you are our eyes and ears 
on the ground, and your role is to augment 
NDA operations in ridding the country 
of the wrong elements in the veterinary 
pharmaceutical sector. We urge the public 
to be vigilant by reporting to NDA wrong 
elements in the sector if we are to reduce 
counterfeit medicines on our market.

Q   To an ordinary farmer, what 
strategies have you provided them to 
control tick resistance to acaricides?

A    Our teams on the ground, have been 
on radios at the same time in meetings 
with farmers to advise on the need to 
rotate between acaricide classes, to reduce 
or delay the emergence of resistance to 
any particular class of acaricides and to 
practice controlled grazing to reduce risk 
of spreading ticks between farms. Th is 
is done in liaison with local  veterinary 
authorities. Farmers are also encouraged 
to buy acaricides only from NDA-licensed 
drug outlets and, not agrochemical shops 
or hawkers.

After obtaining the right acaricide from the 
right sources, farmers are encouraged to 

One of the engagements with stakeholders in the veterinary  sector.

A acaricide concoction - Tick burn recovered from a veterinary drug 
shop in Sheema District.
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farmers to advise on the need to rotate 
between acaricide classes, to reduce or 
delay emergence of resistance to any 
particular class of acaricides and to 
practice controlled grazing to reduce risk 
of spreading ticks between farms. This 
is done in liaison with local  veterinary 
authorities. Farmers are also encouraged 
to buy acaricides only from NDA-licensed 
drug outlets and, not agrochemical 
shops or hawkers.

After obtaining the right acaricide from 
the right sources, farmers are encour-
aged to always follow the manufacturer’s 
dilution rates and use proper equipment. 
These include measuring cylinders/cups 
(correct measurements of the amount 
of acaricide to be added in water), spray 
pumps that provide enough pressure 
while spraying, properly constructed 
cattle crushes  to hold the animals in one 
place while spraying and mixing cans/
jerrycans of the proper size. 

Farmers are also encouraged to spray the 
whole animal and concentrate majorly 
around the ears. All animals on the farm 
need to be sprayed including dogs and cats. 

What is the way forward on consol-
idating veterinary drug regulation 
achievements?
To continue improving veterinary drug 
regulation compliance at all levels in the 
country for the benefit of better livestock 
yields, NDA intends to engage the Ministry 
of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisher-
ies to seal the identified gaps. We intend to 
continuously engage with stakeholders to 
improve veterinary drug regulation compli-
ance, through memoranda of understand-
ing with the Districts, intensify support 
supervision and enforcement on veterinary 
drug outlets to improve compliance. 

What should the public expect 
from the new Strategic plan 2021 
– 2026?

The new Strategic plan whose main 
goal “To attain and maintain global best 
practices in drug regulation by 2025” 
resonates with the National Develop-
ment Plan III focuses on modern, people 
centered, independent, integrated, resil-
ient and self-sustaining economy.

 focuses on a modern, people centered, 
independent, integrated, resilient and 
self-sustaining economy.

In tandem with the above, we look forward 
to improving the regulatory efficiency 
and effectiveness through strengthening 
systems and instituting regulatory actions 
that support local drugs manufacturing, 
regulatory compliance by human and 
veterinary practitioners, research capacity 
for making evidence-based drug regulatory 
decisions and processes and procedures 
for pre-market authorization of drugs and 
healthcare products.

Trend of Drugs Registered 

2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021
 Human 4,587 4,886 4,483 4,327 4,407 4204 4,043
 Vet 461 513 493 498 460 414 471
 Human Herbal 114 138 97 119 149 262 134
 Vet Herbal 5 6 3 1 1 1 1
 Total 5,167 5,543 5,076 4,945 5,017 4,881 4,648

A glance of NDA Veterinary Drug Regulatory 
Activities Performance in Financial Year 2020/2021
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P

LaboratoryTest Results Percentage Pass rate of Veterinary 
Medicines Samples (IncludingAcaricides)

ost-Market Surveillance  sampling trends

2018/2019

280

157

91

115

88

26

93

22

61

93

172

296

2019/2020 2020/2021

Human

Passed
Failed

Herbal Veterinary Medical Services

92%

8%
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Districts with Public Vet Cold Chain Facilities Audited   

Number of  participation engaged per region

Western South Western Central Northern Eastern South Eastern West Nile

13
11

12
10

19

6

11

List of districts covered during the Veterinary engagements 

NDA Regional office Districts covered

EASTERN Soroti, Mbale, Napak, Moroto, Bukedea and Kapchorwa

WEST NILE Adjumani, Arua, Pakwach and Maracha

CENTRAL Bukomansimbi, Butambala, Nakaseke, Luweero, Kalungu and Mpigi

SOUTH WESTERN Kanungu, Kisoro, Mitooma, Sheema, Rubanda, Rukiga, Kazo, Bushenyi, Sheema, Isingiro and Ntungamo

WESTERN Masindi, Kagadi, Kyankwanzi, Kiboga, Kakumiro, Mubende, Kyenjojo and Kyegegwa

SOUTH EASTERN Kamuli, Kaliro, Iganga and Luuka

NORTHERN Gulu, Nwoya, Kaabong and Kotido

NDA regional Office

56
0 73

2

65
8 77

0

54
6

14
82

20
40

56
2 68

7

66
6 73

5

54
8

14
46

20
89

 Invited participants  Actual attendance

West Nile Northen Central Eastern South Eastern Western South Western

0800 101 999 +256 740 002 070 Uganda National Drug Authority UNDAuthority www.nda.or.ug0800 101 999 +256 740 002 070 Uganda National Drug Authority UNDAuthority www.nda.or.ug

Liberation Magazine3.indd   11Liberation Magazine3.indd   11 02/10/2021   11:4502/10/2021   11:45


