
HonMinisterofAgriculture,AnimalIndustryandFisheries,

Hon.MinisterofStateforAnimalIndustry,

HonorableMembersofParliamentPresent

TheCountryRepresentative,FAOUganda,

TheAssociatedPartners(VSFG,ZOETIS,UNHCR,COVAB)

TheCommissionerAnimalHealth,MAAIF

TheCommissionerPublicHealth,MOH

TheResidentDistrictCommissioner,

TheLCVChairman,AruaDistrict

TheChiefAdministrativeOfficer,Arua

TheDistrictVeterinaryOfficers

ColleaguesVeterinariansfrom Public,PrivatesectorandIndustry

MembersoftheMediaPresent,

OurEsteemedGueststoday,

Itis with profound honorand myutmostpleasure to address you on the 14th

CelebrationsoftheWorldrabiesDaysinceitsfirstobservationin2007bytheWorld

HealthOrganizationand126yearssincethedeathofLouisPasteurtheinventorofthe

firstrabiesvaccine..

TheUgandaVeterinaryAssociation(UVA)isanumbrellaOrganizationofover1,223

members with a mission ofpromoting professionalism,welfare and interests of

memberstofosterbetterlivestockservicedelivery

HonMinister,overtheyears,UVAhashadtheprivilegeofpartneringwithMAAIFand

otherstakeholdersincommemoratingtheWorldRabiesDay(WRD)indifferentdistricts

includingBusia(2018)andKiryandongo(2019).Againthisyearwearecelebratingworld

rabiesdayinAruaDistrictwhichisstilltheposterdistrictofRabies.Theultimate



purposeistocontributetotheGlobalAllianceforRabiesEradicationvisionofnohuman

deathsfrom dograbiesby2030.

UgandaVeterinaryAssociationwishestoexpressitssinceregratitudetoyoufortaking

leadinorganizingthisyear’sWRDcommemorationactivitiesthathavereachedtheir

climaxtodayinAruaDistrict.Wearereallygratefulthatthistimeinhistorythedaysthat

wecommemorateinthelivestocksectorhavebeencapturedontheMAAIFcalendar.

Inthecountrywidethereiscontinuedawarenessofrabiesbytheveterinaryandhuman

medicalpersonnelundertheOneHealthapproachandwethankourcounterpartsfor

alwayshelpinguswithvaccinationstoragefacilitieswheneverapproached.TheMinistry

ofAgricultureAnimalIndustryandFisheries(MAAIF)providesthevaccineandthe

vaccinationcertificates.TheLocalGovernmentveterinarystaffsundertheAgricultural

ExtensionConditionalGrantthencarryoutawarenesstothedifferentstakeholderswho

thenbringtheirdogsandcatsforvaccination.Inoccurrencesofadog/catbite,the

victim reportstothestateveterinarypersonnelwhoassessesthehistoryoftheculprit

beforeforwardinghim/hertothemedicalpersonnelforthehumanvaccineregime.

Thisyear’sthemeRabiesFACTSNOTFEARfocusesonsharingfactsaboutrabiesand

dispellingmythsormisconceptions.Thisthemeisverybefittingasitisinatimewhen

cross cutting issues in the livestock sector are under serious reviews and

considerationsbecauseoftheirunpleasantstates.

Honorable Minister,yourstate ofthe Nations address on rabies on Friday 24t

September2021wasquiteinformativeaboutthisenigmaandweappreciatedit.

CHALLENGES:

 Insufficientfunding forAnimalIndustry and Veterinary Affairs rightfrom

ministryto localgovernments levelthis is evidenced bythe factthatall

vaccinesagainstpriorityanimalandzoonoticdiseasesareimported,thereareno

regionalvaccine banks ,quality assurance and standardization facilities,

inadequatedistrictlevelvaccinestoragefacilitiesandfieldbasedcoldchain

equipment,dilapidatedveterinaryofficesacrossdistricts

 LackofCommensuratePaytoVeterinarians: HonMinister,thepayincrementfor

scientists in otherfields excluding Veterinarians has led to the discomfortof

Veterinarians and is resulting in the extensive migration of more competent

veterinarians,HisExcellencythePresidenthasalwayspronouncedincrementofpayto



Medicalworkers withoutany consideration forveterinary counterparts who are

carryingheavierloadthananyotherordinaryscientists.Whereastoday,thecountry

maynotimmediatelyfeeltheimpactofthis,withinaperiodof3-5years,theresultwill

bereflectedintheperformanceofAnimalIndustry.

OurprayertoGovernmentinviewoftheaboveisasfollows:

 TheGovernmentshouldfasttracktheimplementationofPresidentialdirective

forMAAIFtotakechargeofveterinarydrugsregulationandcontrol.

 Recentralizationofveterinaryservicessothatthereisonechainofcommand

from theCVO(ChiefveterinaryOfficer).

 Increasethesector’sbudgettoreflectthe10%Malabodeclaration,

 EnhancethesalariesofAnimalhealthprofessionalstobecommensuratewith

thatoftheotherprofessionalsinthesamebracket.

 Expandandsupportprivatesectorprovision.

 Develop,amendorupdatekeypolicies(AnimalDiseaseAct,VeterinaryHealth

Act,FeedandAnimalDrugAct)andfasttracktheirimplementation.

 Consolidatingalltheonehealthpoliciesandregulationstosuitthecontrolallthe

zoonoticdiseases.

 Improve on disease diagnostics and laboratory services by improving and

equippingDistrictlaboratories.

 Improvestaffingatnationalandlocallevels.

 Rehabilitationofveterinaryofficessothatasbestossheetsareremoved(Even

ourveterinaryofficesinWandegeyaneedurgentrehabilitation).

 Comeupwithavaccinationcalendaraddressingallmajorepidemics.Thiswill

promoteblocktreatments.

 Chooseotherdaystobeobservedthatwillboostconsiderationsofourother

enigmaslikeFMD.

 Allocatemorefundsintoresearchofathermalstablevaccine(Comparisonwith

theNewcastleDiseaseKukustarvaccinebyBrentec).



 VaccinationfundstocomeindependentlytoLocalGovernmentsasconditional

grants.

 MAAIF should develop and implementanationalherd health program with

meaningfulfunding formajorepidemics vaccination calendar,Develop and

disseminateSOPsforthemajorepidemics(FMD,AfricanSwineFever(ASF),New

CastleDisease(NCD)andLumpySkinDisease(LSD).

 ReinstationoftheVeterinaryscoutsanequivalentoftheVHTs.

 Fasten the gap filling ofcriticalpositionsin the animalsectorfrom Local

GovernmenttotheMinistry.

 Commitmeaningfulresourcestomanufactureofpriorityvaccines(FMD,NCD,

Rabies)Inadequatestoragefacilitiesasthevaccineoncereleasedfrom the

centralstoresneedstoalwaysbekeptunderstipulatedtemperaturerangesupto

thetimeofitsuse.

Review thepolicyondeliveryofveterinaryservicestodefinepublic,privateandboth

publicandprivatediseases.OnMinister,aswelooktowardsavibrantanimalindustry,

wereiterateourcommitmenttoalignouractionsforafuturefreeofrabiesandother

priorityanimalandzoonoticdiseasesandpraythattheseconcernsamongstothersbe

consideredasurgentfortherevitalizationofthelivestockindustry.

DrKasibuleDaniel

PresidentUVA.


