



	


	
	
			
			
					
				
			

		

		
			
				
			


		
		

	

		
		

		
						
				

							Friday , March 8 2024					
				
						
						
								
							
						

					

			
				
			


		
	
				

			

			
		
		
					
				
			
											
					The Independent Uganda: You get the Truth we Pay the Price
				
			
			

						

			
		
	
													
				
				
				
						HOME
	NEWS
	THE NEWS TODAY
	NEWS ANALYSIS
	COVID-19 UPDATES
	AFRICA
	WORLD
	RWANDA ED
	TECH NEWS
	ENTERTAINMENT
	ARTICLES 2008-2015



	THE LAST WORD
	IN THE MAGAZINE
	COLUMNISTS
	Andrew Mwenda
		Conversations with Dr. Kizza Besigye



	Charles Onyango Obbo
	Derek Nseko
	Alfred Geresom Musamali
	Lydia Mirembe
	Samson Tinka
	Jackson Oboth
	Olivia Nalubwama
	David Birungi
	Günter Zittel
	John K Wasikye
	Sarah M. Chelangat
	Isaac Teko
	OTHERS
		Dominic Muwanguzi
	David Birungi
	Dr Geoffrey Onegi Obel
	Frederick Golooba Muteebi
	Jenkins Kiwanuka
	Pro. Morris Ogenga Latigo
	Mwambustya Ndebesa
	Bob A Kasango
	David Chandi Jamwa
	Morrison Rwakakamba
	Kavuma Kaggwa
	Joseph E Stiglitz






	COMMENT
	BUSINESS
	HEALTH
	TOURISM
	SPORTS
	JOBS


										
					
					
				

			
					
	
		
	

	
		 Latest News
		
						Basemera shows a woman’s will to build a business from scratch
	UNOC seeks sh550 billion for new fuel storage terminal
	Up to 10 million Ugandans ignored COVID-19 booster doses
	C-Care IHK and Kampala Audiology mark World Hearing Day with cochlear surgeries
	Activists demand juicy jobs for women in Green Economy
	Sudan voices commitment to coordinating with UN to ensure aid delivery
	With better performance, prices, Chinese electric cars sell better than U.S. ones: FT
	Access to finance to headline PSFU’s Katale in Jinja
	New York takes extraordinary measures to tackle subway crimes
	Uganda Baati refurbishes teachers houses at Busoga College Mwiri


					
		
		
	
 
	
	
	
	
			
		
	
	
		
	
	
				
		Home / NEWS / UPDF explains why LDUs are deployed outside their areas of origin

					
				
						
		
			
			
			
							UPDF explains why LDUs are deployed outside their areas of origin


						

		
	The Independent 
	
		
	July 9, 2020	
	NEWS
	
	Leave a comment




			
				
					
					
					

Kampala, Uganda | THE INDEPENDENT | The Uganda Peoples Defense Forces -UPDF has finally come out to explain why Local Defense Forces-LDUs are deployed outside their areas of origin.

On Tuesday this week, social media was abuzz with a video of Mityana district chairman Joseph Luzige being assaulted by UPDF and LDU personnel.

In a written statement, Luzige said while he was moving in Mityana town, he found soldiers beating a woman at a roadblock after they caught her traveling on a boda boda contrary to standing orders on the spread of the coronavirus.

Another soldier was also trying to force a trader to close his shop before curfew time. Luzige said he had heard so many of such stories of security personnel harassing people as they enforced COVID-19 regulations. When he confronted them, they instead turned on him and his effort to identify himself as the chairman of the district fell on deaf ears. They eventually dragged him to Mityana police where he was identified and let free.

This video is among the many that have especially in the last three months gone viral where LDU personnel are seen assaulting helpless citizens. Acts like these according to Maj. Bilal Katamba, the spokesperson of the LDUs, blur the good things that the force has been able to accomplish especially its primary purpose of fighting crime.

Speaking yesterday to reporters at the Uganda Media Centre in Kampala to express UPDF’s regret of the Mityana incident, Brig. Richard Karemire, the spokesperson, said LDUs mirror the society from which they come from. However, like Katamba, Karemire said they have been very instrumental in bringing peace and security across the country.

                                                                                                                               
                                                             
                                                             

                                                            

At the peak of killings in Kampala Metropolitan Area around 2017, President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni ordered for the recruitment of LDUs to stave off this criminality. According to Katamba, the force is now over 12,000 strong. But the questions on people’s minds are; how did districts like Mityana which are outside the Kampala Metropolitan Area end up with LDUs?

And if indeed they are local defense units like their name suggests, why are villages having LDUs who are from outside those villages like it used to be when the concept had just been introduced in the 1990’s. Katamba said there was change of the modus operandi this time round because of the lessons they learnt in the past.

He said unlike in the earlier years where LDUs were an auxiliary force that would primarily protect the villages where they come from, this time, they are a standing army that can be deployed anywhere around the country anytime basing on security needs.
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